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https://www.gw-openscience.org/

Importance of Open Science: 
Public owns the data  
Maximize discovery  
Multi-messenger astronomy 
Wider community



GWOSC Impact
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Examples of projects using GWOSC data: https://www.gw-openscience.org/projects/

Scientific papers (about 50 at the moment)

Pioneer Academics student projects

iPhone App: Gravitational Wave Events

Online Course

Art installation

Amount of data downloaded  
Since the beginning of the year

20 TB

10 TB

https://www.gw-openscience.org/projects/


LIGO/Virgo data
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LIGO/Virgo data: strain, data quality and hardware 
injections

 LIGO/Virgo data are arranged in files provided in 
different formats:


HDF5: easily readable in python, MATLAB, C/C++, 
and IDL

Frame format (.gwf)

Text file  

Reminder: strain

h =
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=

change in relative position

separation



LIGO/Virgo data
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Meta-data for the file. This is basic 
information such as the GPS  times 

covered, which instrument, etc.

Refers to data quality. The main 
item here is a 1 Hz time series 

describing the data quality for each 
second of data.

Strain data from the interferometer. 
In some sense, this is "the data", 
the main measurement performed 

by LIGO/Virgo. 

LIGO/Virgo data: strain, data quality and hardware 
injections

 LIGO/Virgo data are arranged in files provided in 
different formats:


HDF5: easily readable in python, MATLAB, C/C++, 
and IDL

Frame format (.gwf)

Text file  

You can use 
HDFView to quickly 
see what is inside 

the file

Reminder: strain

h =
�d

d
=

change in relative position

separation
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GWOSC releases
Open data can be found at https://www.gw-openscience.org

Two different types of data release:


Some releases:
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Gravitational wave data surrounding 
discoveries

Data taken during a whole 
observation run

Data Date of release

GW150914: First Observed BBH* Feb 2016

GW170817: First Observed BNS** Oct 2017 (about 60 days after 
the discovery)


First Observing run, O1 (Sep 2015 - Jan 2016) Jan 2018

GWTC-1 Catalog (O1 + O2 detections) Dec 2018

Second Observing run, O2 (Nov 2016 - Aug 2017) Feb 2019

*BBH = Binary Black Hole 
**BNS = Binary Neutron Star



GWOSC bulk data
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https://www.gw-openscience.org/data/

Scrolling down you get the 
data for O1, S5 and S6

     Distributed filesystem that will allow you to mount the 
data local to your computer  

-> Once you have installed and configured CernVM-FS client, you will be able to 
access data from these observation runs as files in subdirectories on your computer



GWTC-1: Gravitational-Wave Transient 
Catalog of Compact Binary Mergers
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https://www.gw-openscience.org/catalog/

11 confident detection + 14 marginal triggers

Strain data + documentation + auxiliary data products (Skymaps, Parameter 
Estimation Samples,…)

https://www.gw-openscience.org/catalog/
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GWOSC Tutorials
GWOSC tutorials:


https://www.gw-openscience.org/tutorials/
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Short tutorials about the basics of data 
analysis applied to some detected events

More specific tutorials on the data 
structure and how to read them

First Open Data Workshop 
(March 2018):  

slides + videos of the 
presentations + Jupiter 
notebook for hands-on 

sessions

Next Open Data Workshop: 
Paris, April 8 -10 2019 

(Materials will be made available 
on GWOSC shortly after workshop)

G. Greco talk



A. Trovato, ASTERICS symposium, 27th Mar 2019

Software for GW data
Software for working with Gravitational Wave Data available to the public: https://
www.gw-openscience.org/software/

Part of the software developed by LIGO/Virgo and open-source
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https://www.gw-openscience.org/software/
https://www.gw-openscience.org/software/


Near future
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Next Observing run (O3) 
starts next week


Binary neutron stars: 1 - 10

Binary black holes: few tens 
to hundreds

Neutron-star black-hole 
binaries?

Other transient sources not 
detected so far?

Releases will occur every 6 months, in blocks of 6 months of 
data, with a latency of 18 months from the end of acquisition 
of each observing block. (Data Management Plan=>https://
dcc.ligo.org/LIGO-M1000066/public)

Apr 2019-Sept 2020, Release: Apr 2021 (first 6-month block)

https://dcc.ligo.org/LIGO-M1000066/public
https://dcc.ligo.org/LIGO-M1000066/public


Thank you!
Questions?


